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FROM THE 


Tro THEI® 


PROTESTANT FELLOW SUE JECTS, 
| AND TO THE | 
PUBLIC IN GENERAL, 
ft r DT : 


THE CALUMNIES AND- MISREPRESENTATIONS ow 80 IN 
DUSTRIOUSLY CIRCULATED WITH REGARD TO THEIR 


PRINCIPLES AND CONDUCT, 
ro WHICH 1s ADDED, 


THE OATH” TAKEN BY THE CATHOLICS OF THIS RING. 
DOM, AND THE OPINION OF FOREIGN col. 
'LEGES RESPECTING CERTAIN TENETS 
IMPUTED TO ROMAN CATHOLICS, 


E - 
Pamrzo By P. BY RNE, No, 108, Grarron-TREET: 


—— 


— 


M. cc. xen. 


Dublin, 4th Feb. 1792. 
GENERAL COMMITTEE 


OP 
ROMAN CATHOLICS, 


EDWARD BYRNE, Eſq; in Taz Crain, 


RESOLVED, That this Committee has 
been informed, that reports have been circu- 
lated,, that the application of the Catholics for 
relief, extends to unlimited and total emanci- 
pation; and that attempts have been made, 
wickedly, and falſely, to inſtil into the minds of 
the Proteſtants of this kingdom, an opinion, that 


our applications were preferred in a tone of 
menace, | 


Reſolved, That ſeveral Proteſtant gentlemen, 
have expreſſed great ſatisfaction, on being in- 
dividually informed of the real extent and re- 
ſpectful manner of the applications for relief, 


have 


{8-9 


have aſſured us, that nothing could have ex- 
cited jealouſy, or apparent oppoſition to us, 


from our Proteſtant countrymen, but the above- 
mentioned miſapprehenſions, 


Reſolved, That we therefore deem it neceſſary 
to declare, that the whole of our late appli- 
cations, whether to his Majeſty's miniſters, to 


men in Power, or to private members of the 


legiſlature, as well as our intended petition, 


= neither did nor does contain any thing, or ex- 


tend further, either in ſubſtance or in principle, 
than the four following objets. _ 


1ft, Admiſſion to o the profeſſion and practice 
of the law. 


ad, Capacity to ſerve in county 1 pps 


za, A right to be ek and to ſerve on 
grand and petty juries. 


* 


4th, The right of+yoting in counties 'oNLY, 
for PROTESTANT Members of Parliament; in 
ſuch a manner, howeyer, as that a Roman 
Catholic frecholder ſhould not vote unleſs he 
f either 


( vii ) 


either rented, and cultivated a farm of twenty 
pounds per annum, in addition to his forty- -ſbil- 
ling freehold, or elſe poſſeſſed a freehold to the 
amount of man pounds a year. 


Reſolved, That i in our opinion, theſe applica- | 


tions, not extending to any other objects 


than the above, are moderate, and abſolutely 


neceſſary for our general alleviation, and more 
particularly for the protection of the Catholic 
farmers and the peaſantry of Ireland; and that 
they do not, in any degree, endanger either 
Church or State, or endanger the ſecurity of the 
Proteſtant intereſt. 


Reſolved, That we never had an idea or 


thought ſo extravagant, as that of menacing or 
intimidating our Proteſtant brethren, much leſs 
the legiſlature ; and that we diſclaim the violent 
and turbulent intentions imputed to us in ſome 


of the public prints, and circulated in private 


converſation. 


* 


Reſolved, That we refer to the known diſ- 
poſition of the Roman Catholics of this king- 
dom, to our dutiful behaviour, during a long 


ſeries 


» 4 
=_; 
1 


„ 
ſeries of years, and particularly, to the whole 


tenor of our late proceedings for a full refutation 
of every charge of ſedition and diſſoyalty. 


Reſolved, That for the more ample and detailed 
expoſure of all the evil reports and calumnies, 
circulated againſt us, AN ApDREss To OUR PRo- 
TESTANT FELLOW-SUBJECTS, AND TO THE 
PuBLIC IN GENERAL, be printed by the order, 


and in the name of the General Committee. 


| 


Signed by Order, 


RICHARD M*CORMICK, Secretary. 
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Whrrtas reports for ſome time paſt have 


been circulated, extremely prejudical to the ho- 
nour and moſt important intereſts of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland; whereby great uneaſineſles 
and ſuſpicions have been excited in the public 
mind, and civil and religious. animoſities have 


been ſet on float, to the mgniteſt danger, if not 


ef the public peace, at leaſt of the good will and 


alfection, which ought to ſubſiſt between the ſub- 
jects of the ſame ſovereign. Although we are 


conſcious that no juſt grounds of reproach exiſt 
againſt us; yet as it is in the power of every 
man to revive dormant prejudices, by reſorting 
to calumnies which if not repelled may gain cre- 
dit wich the unwary, we are compelled, however 
reluctantly, to meet the diſcuſſion, and to take iſſue 
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with our detractors. We did imagine we might 
have flattered ourſelves it would not have been 
neceſſary. The memory of the civil contentions, 
in which, our anceſtors were engaged, and of 
which no traces remain, except in the laws en- 
acted againſt us, cannot be ſuppoſed to furniſh any 
reaſonable cauſe' of reſentment at this day. Thoſe 
wars did not ariſe from religious diverſity alone, 
but were complicated with many cauſes (which are 


long ſince extint) common to other perſuaſions, 


though we alone have paid the forfeit. But if 
the crime had been peculiar to our predeceſlors, 
It ought to make no impreſſion to our diſadvan- 
tage, becauſe there is no religious perſuaſion, 
and no party diviſion into which a nation can be 
caſt, which in ſome period has not oppoſed the 
courſe of lawful authority : which offence if it was 
to reſt for ever on their- heads, and could be obli- 
terated by no lengthgof time or ſubſequent me- 
rit, civil diſcords being multiplied without end, 


would deſcend from generation to generation; 


the ſocial bond be entirely broken by every 
caſual rent, and the evils of tranſitory diſſenſ on 
confirmed into eternal hoſtility. As every civil 
action and every criminal proſecution has its pe- 
riod of limitation, and ends at leaſt with the life 
of man; ſo we conceive that the period of one 
hundred years is a ſufficient limitation againſt pe- 

nalties 


We 


( 


nalties on the ſtigma of a rebellion, committed 
neither by ourſelves, nor by our immediate an- 
ceſtors. During this long protracted period of 


our ſevere and tedious purgation; what have 


we not done and ſuffered, to waſh away the ſtains. 
of this imputed guilt? We have endeavoured to 
imitate the example of the great Captain of our 
falvation, by bowing down our heads in ſilent 
ſorrow to the afflictions, by which (according to 
the corruption of our unhappy nature) individual 
malice had ſharpened the rage of angry laws. 
We had flattered ourſelves that our meekneſs 
and patience, had diſarmed animoſity of every 
pretext, at leaſt of every reaſon. Enlarged and 
liberal ideas began to gain ground in this king- 
dom, as well as in the reſt of Europe. The legiſ- 
lature had already, in ſeveral inſtances, extended 
the protecting influence of the laws, to this for- 
lorn and ſegregated member of the common- 
wealth. Moreover Parliament had authentically 
declared * That the relaxations of the diſ- 
abilities and incapacities, to which we were 
ſubject, was reaſonable and expedient, in conſe- 
quence of our uniform peaccable behaviour for a 
long ſeries of years *.” From theſe and many 
other conſiderations we were induced to hope that 
every deſcription of our Proteitant- brethren, 
Would have ſeen us with eyes of brotherly affec- 
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tion, and inſtead 'of obſtructing, would have 
greeted our approach, and zealouſſy forwarded 
our ſteps in the road pointed out to us by Par. 


lament itſelf— which, in the diſtinct language 
of legiſlative authority had pronounced that * jt 
would tend (not to the ſubverſion of any efta. 
bliſhment) but to the improvement of this kingdom, 
and to the proſperity and /rength of all his Ma. 
jeſty's dominions, that his. ſubjects of all denomi. 
nations ſhould enjoy the bleſſings of our REA 
CONSTITUTION, and ſhould be bound to each 
other by mutual intereſt and mutual affection.“ 


And fo we are convinced it would have been, 
if the moſt ſubtile, and. at -the fame time, the 
moſt powerful exertions had not been employed, 
to poiſon and alarm the public mind. Dark and 
eruel ſurmiſes have been diſperſed abroad. The 
ears of men have been filled with imputations of 
ſedition and turbulence. Sophiſtic arguments de- 
rived from a mixture of confuſed ideas and falſe 
principles, have been fabricated, to traduce our mo- 
tives, and to miſconſtrue our legal and temperate 
purſuit of rational liberty, into a ſtruggle for unjuſt 
domination. An alarm has been ſounded through- 
out'the kingdom, of danger to the Church and 
State; and every artifice employed, which could 


= be calculated to flatter and irritate the paſſions, and 
to 
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to excite the fears of our Proteſtant brethren. 
As theſe arts have produced an effect even beyond 
expectation, and the exceſs of which their authors 
may now perhaps regret, it is impoſſible for us 
to remain ſilent. If indeed we condeſcended to 
imitate the ways of our detractors, we might ſhift 
off this neceſſity. But as they, knowing the in- 
juſtice of their charges, have maligned us only 
by oblique inſinuations; ſo we conſcious of our 
own integrity, are not afraid to take thoſe accu- 


ſations upon ourſelves, and fairly to meet their 
indirect attack. 


In the firſt place it is incumbent upon us to 
reduce the confuſed maſs of obliquy, which has 
been heaped upon us, into ſome kind of certain- 
ty, both in its ſubſtance and in its application. 
We ſhall afterwards examine the grounds of it. 
For this purpoſe we are to premiſe, that a di- 
viſion, in the Catholic body, has been art- 


fully imagined, and ſtrongly inſiſted upon; of 


which one part is honoured with the appellation 
of the real Catholics; the men of birth, properiy, 
education, character, morals, and underſtanding. 
The other part is repreſented, as a baſe, unlettered, 
mechanical, poor, and vulgar herd ; the obſcure 
tenants of the counting-houſe, and the rude tillers 


of the ſoil—men incapable of comprehending the 


principles 
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principles of ſociety, or the ties of moral obli- 


- gation. | 


Firſt, it is proper to remark, that the diſtribu- 
tion and contra - diſtinction of men which is here 
ſuppoſed, implies an entire and previous diſſolu- 
tion of the ſocial bond, and one, which if ever it 
takes place, can only exiſt for the deſtruction of 
the ſuperior claſs. But fortunately for the proſ- 
perity, the peace, and the honour of Ireland, 
no ſuch diviſion has yet been effected among 


the Roman Caiholics. It is true indeed, that a 


diviſien (if the defection of ſo ſmall a number 
can be called a diviſion) has been fomented, and 
yet ſubſiſts, which however it is to be lamented 
upon other grounds, is not of the nature above 
deſcribed. Two parties are ſeen amongſt us; 
one compoſed of. thoſe who, (from motives beſt 
known to themſelves) have been induced to put 
their hands to the addreſs of the 17th of De- 
cember ; for which act Lord Kenmare, bas been 
declared unworthy of our confidence : The other 
party conſiſts on one hand, of this Committee, 
(delegated for the purpoſe of tranſacting the 
concerns of the Roman Catholics) and on the 
other, of all thoſe who have come forward in 
various reſolutions ofapprobation to this Commit- 


tee, and of abhorrence of the imputations which 
Lord 


4 
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Lord Kenmate's addreſs, has obliquely thrown 
upon us, but which many of the addreſſers 
themſelves, have ſince honourably diſclaimed. ' 


Of theſe two parties it is evident, that the 


pompous” and encomiaſtic ſide of the picture 
above delineated, is meant to apply to the fol- 
lowers of Lord Kenmare; the vilifying and op- 
probious expreſſions relate. to this Committee, 
and to thoſe who have ſupported it. Before we 
proceed to ex poſe the injuſtice of this application 
in both its parts, we wiſh to have it underſtood, 
that in diſcharging ourſelves from illiberal re- 
flections, we only mean to reject thoſe which 
imply ſome evil moral quality. We ſhould be far 
from the mean and inſolent vanity, ſo unbecom- 
ing a chriſtian and a man, of taking pride in 
the accidents of birth, wealth, and education, 
in whatever degree e might poſſeſs them. We 
do not account ourſelves better than thoſe 
whom perhaps a kinder providence, has placed 
in the moſt humble life, and who ſerve their 
generation with a more obſcure, or a leſs ſuc- 
ceſsful induſtry. Why ſhould indigence be in- 
ſulted? We do not deſpiſe the poor, nor him 
who with the ſweat of his brow, bears all the 
burden of the common curſe. Our actions 
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will ſhew, that we are not willing to ſacrifice for 
objects of avarice and ambition to ourſelves and 
to our children, the neceſſary ſecurity, the juſt 
importance, the protecting franchiſe of the man, 
whoſe hard toil obtains from our mother Earth 
the very bread we eat. When, therefore, it is 
afſerted, that we are only the wnlettered, poor, 
mechanical members of our perſuaſion ; we deny 
it only becauſe it is not the fact. As far as it 
regards ourſelves, the impoſture is leſs material. 
But when it is conſidered, that it is not this 
Committee alone, who are repreſented as 
deſtitute of property, character, and know- 
ledge, incapable of diſcerning ſocial good 
or public utility; but that all the Roman 
Catholics, who have ſtood forth on this oc- 
caſion, the principal merchants of ſo many 
trading cities, the houſeholders of all the 
pariſhes of this capital, tho landed proprietors of 
fo many counties, are involved in this indiſcrimi- 


nate reproach of meanneſs, poverty and ignorance * 


—common ſenſe; and the feelings of mankind ex- 
act from us an authentic aſſertion of the truth. 
We declare then, and we are warranted in declar- 
ing, that the names and characters of the perſons 
who have ſigned reſolutions in favour of the Gene- 

ral Committee, are of the firſt reſpeQability in 
every 


| me ikes ws | 
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n 
every claſs, and every line which the law has left 
open to us. Let thoſe who have read their reſolu- 
tions themſelves judge of their capacity, and ſay 
' whether they are, as has been inſinuated, below 
the ſtandard of the human faculties, and incapable 


of political combinations, or even of appreciating 
their own wants, and their own grievances. 


It has been repreſented that they have no fake 
in the proſperity of their country, and nothing 10 
hazard in the event of public calamity. If we 
are to ſpeak of their ſubſtance, to bring the 
eſlimate within the loweſt poſſible calculation, 
we cannot compute the property of thoſe who 
have already ſigned reſolutions in our favour, (to 
ſay nothing of ourſelves, or of thoſe who are yet 
to ſign) at leſs than TEN MILLIONS STERLING ; 
we ſhould come nearer the truth, if we ſhould 


ſay TWENTY MILLtons. If mercantile, and 


perſonal wealth conſtitutes the greater part of this 
ſum, it is becauſe the property of the Roman 
Catholics is principally veſted in trade, and that 
we have been long incapable, and are but lately 
qualified to acquire real eſtates. But though 
providence has not frowned upon our humble in- 
duſtry, we repeat it again, that we ſolicit relief 
not for the ſake of the rich, but for the ſake of the 
poor. And if we were all ſunk (as too many of 
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us are) in one dreary lot of hopeleſs poverty, we 
ſhould only poſſeſs a fironger claim to the cha- 
rities of parliament, and one argument more for 
a participation in equal laws. 


But it is ſaid theſe addreſſers are the Lanny 
INTEREST. A landed intereſt is certainly reſpec- 
table and deſerves much, but not the whole at- 
tention of a legiſlature; that is to ſay, where it is 
united, and not when it is in a ſlate of unnatural 
ſeparation from the general maſs of property: It 
ſo happens, however, that a much greater propor- 
tion of that very property is with the Committee, 
than with the followers of Lord Kenmare. But 
after all, what is the heriditary landed intereſt of 
the Roman Catholics, unrecruited by commercial 
induſtry, and recent acquiſition ? It is the rem- 
nant of five hundred years civil contention, the 
miſerable reliques of the vexatory proceſs of a 
code of laws, whoſe profeſſed object it was to an- 
nihilate that very intereſt ; to diſſipate the poſſeſ- 
fions, and break the ſpirit of the poſſeſſors. What 
quantity of public virtue and political judgment 
is left in thofe whom envy has driven or artifices 
have debauched fiom the moſt ſacred of all 
connections, the ſociety of common oppreſſions, 
we leave for others to decide. But it ſeems to 
us, that to dilate on the vaſt domains, the ex- 

tenſixe 


1 
tenſive and lordly influence, the enlarged faculties, 
and the active penetrating genius of the Roman 
Catholic gentry (however it may be 1ntended) 


Fould be a mockery, and a cruel ſarcaſm on 
broken fortunes, and minds debilitated by a 


ſeries of hereditary degradation. So much on 
the ſubject of property. 


We have done with the reflections caſt on our 
circumſtances and condition in life. We now 
proceed to ſhew, that the principles and con- 
duct imputed to us, are equally deſtitute of 
foundation. It is ſaid that we are turbulent and 
ſeditious , that we have formed regular plans for 
the intimidation of Parliament, and that inſtead 
of making application for favours, we aſſert 
claims of right, of ſpeculative right unknown 
to the conſtitution and ſubverſive of ſociety. 
Theſeare the charges; we are not afraid to repeat 
them. Whether we intimidate, or are ourſclves 
the object of intimidation, is for thoſe to pro- 
nounce who hear the imputations with which 
we are covered, and the vengeance. which is 
denounced - againſt us. What have we done, or 
what are we able to do, which makes it neceſſary 
for the newſpapers and pamphlets of the day, to 
threaten-us with the unfolded terrors of Iriſh, and 
eyen of Britiſh power? This we conceive is ſome- 
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thing like intimidation. But why is it, that while 
on one ſide we are reprobated as vile, and as of 
no account in the ſcale of public judgment; on 
the other, we are treated as enemies of the 
moſt dreadful importance? Such are the incon- 
ſiſtencies into which our enemies are hurried, 
It is the perturbation of the paſſions, 


But to conſider the charge more particularly, 
the firſt queſtion to be aſked, when we hear of 
this formidable conſederacy againſt the conſti- 
tution in Church and State—is, Who are the 
principals? who the accomplices ? We ſhall after- 
wards conſider the criminal fact, and the means 
of execution. As we can derive no ſort of indi- 
cation from any direct fact, we collect from many 
collateral circumſtances, that the parties alluded 
to, are this General Committee, as principals ; and 
as acce "ries, thoſe who think, and in various 
reſolutions have expreſſed chat Lord Kenmarc's 
addreſs was ſurreptious, inſidious and ſervile. 
We will trouble the public with a few words as 
to the quality and character of theſe two de- 
ſcri ptions of perſons, 


As to the CommITTEE we are to obſerve, that 
if it is an improper,'it is at leaſt no recent inſtiiu- 
tion. It was formed about twenty years ago, under 
the immediate eye, and tacit ſanction of govern- 


ment. From that time forward, all the parliamen- 
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: tary and general buſineſs of the Roman Catholics, if } 

f has been tranſacted through that channel by every bl 

1 miniſter, and every public man, to this very day. af 

8 If we had been willing to palter with our truſt; I 
; it might ſtill have been, and will again be ſo, | 


| as often as any knowledge of the circumflances 
of a people is conſidered as a neceſſary preli- 
' minary to iheir relief. We will venture to ſay 
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that it is a uſeful inſtitution; and until we are 
no longer ſeparated from the general mafs of the 
people, until we are included in one general 
protecting ſyſtem, it is an inſtitution ſubfidiary 
to the ends of good government, and neceſſary 
not only to the well-being, to the moral cco- 
nomy, and to the whole internal ordinance 
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£ of this great and neglected portion of the 9 
p intire community. Be it however remem- ö 
bered, that this General Committee arogates 3 
£ to itſelf 20 corporate capacity whatever: But 
1 we contend that all men who ſeparate in their 
4 abodes, having a common concern, can only tranſ- 
4 act it by deputing, and by convening ; whatever 
| may be the appellation of their aſſemblages. 
There have been committees of merchants, and 
lat committees of traders, of tobacconiſts, of ſugar- | 
u- bakers, of ſuſtian weavers, of leather-dreſſors, 19 
Jer and of all ſorts of men of all deſcriptions, who | 
Uh ever have had a public and parliamentary con- 1 
1 


gern both in England and in Ireland. Com- 
| ; mittees Li 
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mittees of Proteſtants as there is a committee 
of Catholics—Bodies not recognized by the 
ſevere dignity of legiſlation—but acted with by 
individual members for the indiſpenſable conve- 
nience of buſineſs. Such is our General Com- 
mittee, 


With regard to thoſe, who in other parts have 
approved of their Committee, (and are conſi- 
dered as a ſort of acceſſory to its delinquency) 
their conduct we can ſay with confidence is liable 
to no objection. It is ſhortly this The Roman 
Catholics at large had inſtructed us to make ap- 
plication to Parliament for relief. While we 
were conſcientiouſly diſcharging this ſacred 
truſt, in the moſt aſſiduous, but at the ſame 
time (as we conceived) in the moſt ſafe, and 
in the leaſt exceptionable manner, a ſcheme was 
formed (with what degree of honour we leave 
for the preſent to the hearts of its authors) to 


involve the defeat of our cauſe, in the ruin of 


our reputation and character. It was induſtri- 
ouſly circulated, that we were a ſet of low and 
turbulent citizens—not charged with the inte- 
reſts, nor impreſſed with the ſentiments of the 
Roman Catholics. — A rabble of ſhop-keepers, 
convened to propagate confuſion. To give coun- 
tenance to this idea, an addreſs was procured 

: from 


(3s .) 


from ſeveral gentlemen, (with Lord Kenmare at 
their head) whoſe property was to be conſtrued 
into preſumptive repreſentation of the whole Roman 
Catholic body. Similar addreſſes, and with a 
ſimilar view, were folicited in every part of the 
kingdom not profeſſing indeed to ſpeak the voice, 
but calculated obliquely to convey this deluſive 
idea to. the public, and to the throne. What 
it was free for one man to aſſert, it was 
open to another to deny. If it was proper to 
miſtate a notorious and important public fact, 
it was allowable to flate it truly, Nor was it ſur- 
priſing that the Roman Catholics ſhould come 
forward, as it were with one conſent, to diſclaim 
an unwarranted aſſumption of their name in the 
equivocal phraſeology—-under the falſe diſguiſe 
of an addreſs to the crown, and to avow an au- 
thoriſed uſe of it by this Committee. If it was 
illegal for Roman Catholics to form meetings, 
and to come to reſolutions on public affairs, 
the firſt meetings and the firſt reſolutions were 
made not by us, nor by our ſupporters, but by 
thoſe whoſe approved loyalty is neceſſary, it 
ſeems, to redeem our ſedition. We only imitated 
an example ſet us by the addreſſers themſelves, 
ard too much encouraged not to be ſomewhat 
ſanctioned by authority. So much for the per- 
ſons concerned; now as to our deeds. 

When 
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When the ears of thoſe who live at a diſtance 
from the capital, are wounded with dreadful 
tidings of turbulence and ſedition, they will na- 
turally enquire, what riots, what tumalts, what 
commotions have broken the daily occupations, 
or diſturbed the nocturnal repoſe of this metro- 
polis ? There has not been the ſmalleſt ſymptom 
of the kind. Is it then, fome plot, ſome ſecret 
conſpiracy, ſome dark machination, providentially 
brought to light, agatnſt the life of the ſove- 
reign, or the being of the ſtate? * None, none of 
theſe. What then is this foul offence which 
has ſpread ſuch a wide and terrible alarm? It 
has been reported—as yet it is little more than 
a report that the General Committee intend to 
follicit a right—a qualified right of ſuffrage—in 
ene, and that the ſmalleſt part of the repreſen- 
tation—-the county elections. This is the enor- 
mous fact which, * roars ſo loud and thunders 
in the index ;”—the very thought of which has 
ſhaken the public mind with terror and affright. 
If this deſire, as yet rather imagined than expreſl- 
ed, does not quite conſtitute the crime of ſedition, 
the next queſtion is, What are the concomi- 
tant acts, the dreadful accompaniment of crimi- 
nal circumſtance, which has conyerted a mere 

| 5 ſuggeſtion 


n 


ſuggeſtion, and ſuch a ſuggeſtion, into a crime of 
ſtate. The Roman Catholics at large will be 
ſurpriſed to hear that theſe heavy imputations 
are charged, upon no act of ours, real or pre- 


tended; but that the acts of ſedition, charged to 


our account, are neither more nor leſs than he 
public reſolutions, which they themſelves have 
voted, to avow our proceedings and to excul- 
pate both themſelves and us (the great body of 
the Roman Catholics) from ſedition and turbu- 
lence. Behold then the ſituation in which we 
ſtand. Ve are accuſed of turbulent intentions, 
and of unwarrantably aſſuming Io ſpeak ihe ſen- 
timents of the Catholics, Are the Roman Ca- 
tholics filent? Then we are condemned, of 
courſe. Do they come forward to avow us? 
Then their convening to give a public teſtimony 
to the truth, becomes a proof of turbulence ir 
them and in us. Thus are we circumvented, 
and ſuch the traps with which our ſteps are 
waylaid. We are falfely accuſed by ſome, and 
treacherouſly betrayed by others, not becauſe 
we are guilty, but in hopes that the unſuſpici- 
ous warmth of innocence aſperſed, ſhould be- 
tray us into ſomething, which a watchful ma- 
lice may convett into a crime. 


On the ſubject of ſedition and turbulence, we 


deſire our enemies (for enemies it ſeems we have) 
D to 
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to come to the proof. We are at iſſue with them, 
We have done nothing; we, nor the Roman Ca- 
lics of Ireland, which has not been in the face of 
day. Let our proceedings, let our reſolutions be 
examined, and let it be ſeen whether they contain 
one expreſſion, or breath one ſentiment which 
loyalty does not warrant, and which does not 
flow from the warmeſt patriotiſm, regulated by 
the moſt ſcrupulous obſervance of the law. Do 
they diſparage any one name of magiſtracy, or 
militate with any one principle of authority ? As 
theſe reſolutions have come at once from every 
quarter of the kingdom, and bear in their ex- 
preſſions, the evident marks of peculiar and un- 
prompted ſentiments, it is clear that if any 
Principle of ſedition had lurked among the 
Catholics, in any corner of Ireland, they muſt 
have ſhewn themſelves in this ſudden and un- 
prepared effuſion. The very facts adduced to 
g brasd us with faction, afford the fulleſt and moſt 
brilliant evidence, of our cordial and obedient 
loyalty ! We will venture to aſſert that no meet- 

ings have ever been held, on any ſubject of ge- 
neral concern (and ſuch meetings are frequent, 
and perfectly legal) conſiſting of more reputable 


perſons, or conducted with greater decency, 
order, and propriety. 


Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding this unexceptionable de- 
meanor, in the great body of the Roman 
Catholics, whoſe voice we ſpeak; and 41- 
though we aſk no more ihan to be admitied to 
fland on the ireſbold of the conſlitution, we 
are charged with a deſign to ſubvert the 
State, and to inti midate Parliament, The ex- 
preſſion uſed againſt us, is vague and popular ; 
which, however, indicates a ſpecies of offence, 
well known to the laws, and of the higheſt mag- 
nitude: an expreſſion which contains juſt enough 
of legal certainty, to leave a brand of criminality; 
and is juſt ſufficiently undefined, to evade the teſt 
of judicial inquiry. There is an offence 1n the 
law, which conſiſts (as we are informed) in con- 
ſtraining by force, the free will of the legiſlature or 
any branch of it. It is committed by the application 
of imminent danger to the perſons of the mem- 
bers, in their aggregale capacity—an anal not 
a conſtructive force—a preſent and probable, not 
a remole and contingent danger. We are not 
lawyers, but we are ſure that this is ſenſe, and 

is therefore, probably, law: If we have committed 
this crime, why are we aot convicted? If we have 
not committed it, why are we by indirect impli- 
cation, loaded with an inſidious 'and undefined ſuſ- 
picion of it? We neither have, nor could have had 
any inducement to incur this great and perilous 
guilt, and therefore we ought not to be ſuſpected. 
If our proceedings were ambiguous,(which they are 
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not) the moderation of our demands, is ſufficient 
to exculpate our mode of demanding. We aſk 
only the ſmalleft poſſible participation in the conſtitu- 
- tion. And who would expoſe himſelf to the ut- 
moſt penalties of the law, and yet not graſp at 
all that was to be had? Shall we do it fora 
part, of a part, of an oftenial franchiſe? But it 
is anſwered, ** the minute principle of acqui- 
ſition, you now ſeek, by a ſeries of argumenta- 
tive deduction, and in the maturity of time, will 
grow into an important magnitude.” To which 
we reply, that no man, and that no ſet, of men, 
ever committed crimes, great or ſmall, in order 
to lay the foundation of a diſtant and precari- 
ous profit. The gains of guilt muſt be great 
and ſudden, like the paſſions which ſtimulate, 
and the temptations which allure. We have no 
dangers to incur ; we have no ambition to gra- 
tify. The loyal integrity of the Roman Catho- 
lics of Ireland, ſhall be fortified on every ſide. 
The objects of their purſuit are ſuch as ſecure * 
their means of attainment from a ſhadow of 
- ſuſpicion; and their means of attainment ſhall 
be ſuch as would add luſtre to the brighteſt, 
and clear away the ambiguity even of a 
doubtful purpoſe. 


We confeſs, that we are at a loſs to divine 
on what facts this alarm and outcry of intimida- 
| tion 
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tion can be founded. We have done nothing : 
No Roman Catholic has done, or propoſes to do 
any thing, but to make an expoſition of his true 
ſituation, to the humanity, to the juſtice, to 
the judgment of our ſellow- ſubjects, of our 
ſovereign: and his Parliament. Is this intimi- 
dation? Is it ſedition or commotion, direct 
or indirect? On what principle is it pretended ? 
Muſt we lock up our forrows in our hearts ; and 
are we alone denied the free unreſtrained indul- 
gence of complaint—the conſolation, of wretched- 
neſs, and the privilege of ſlavery itſelf ? Are we 
not to argue, are we not even to ftate our caſe ? 


Are our grievances of a kind, or is our relation to 
the laws of our country ſuch, that to dilate 
on their tendency and operation, would harrow 
up the foul of man, and ſet in action all 
the ſecret ſprings and ſeeds of inſurreQtion ? 
And is the lot of our people ſo bad, is their 
comparative condition ſo wholly defolate, that 
to direct their attention to the enjoyments of 
their countrymen and fellow ſubjects, and to ſug- 
geſt the poſſeſſion of ſimilar advantages, is to 
kindle in their breaſts the fire of an unextinguiſh- 
able ambition? Alas ! we are afraid it is almoſt 
too true. We do, indeed, labour under legal 
incapacities, infinite in number, and bound!ct5 
in extent. They wring us in a thouſand places, 
and in a thouſand ſhapes. This maſs of unwieldy 


and 
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and ſeyere excluſion is ſupported by prejudices, 
rooted in antiquity, hereditary and tranſmiſſive, 
engrained by education, and confirmed by habit, 
What are we to do? We know that God has 
given lamentation to woe, ſolicitation to deſire, 
importunity to want; images of diſtreſs to affect 
the feelings, and argument to conquer prejudice. 
Theſe are the inſtincts of nature, the armory of 
our hearts, to defend and to relieve us from op- 
preſſion. And ſhall we not uſe them? If this is 
ſedition, if it is ſedition to addreſs ourſelves to 
the ſenſibility, to the juſtice, to the patriotiſm, 
to the honour, to the gratitude, to the intereſts of 
our countrymen ; If it is ſedition to indicate the 
points in which we are more peculiarly gauled 
by the preſſure of unequal laws: To ſhew that 


our excommunication from the liberties of our 
country, taints the ſource and impairs the eſſence 


of thoſe very liberties; If to demonſtrate that 
reſtrictions upon the free uſe of the property, 
which induſtry has acquired, and the talents 
which God has given; To prove that the long 
catalogue of our diſabilities and incapacities, are 
ſo many clogs, bars, and remoras to the courſe 
of national proſperity; and, If itis a crime againſt 
the State, to make it appear, that the disfran- 
chiſement of THREE MILLION, of the people, is a 
void and hollow chaſm, which has yawned for a 
hundred years, and yet yawns at the foot of the 
throne, and under the foundation of the eſta- 
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bliſned church: If to ſuggeſt the natural, evi- 
dent, happy, effectual, ſafe and univerſal remedy 
ſor all thoſe evils, be to intimidate Parliament, 
we are guilty of the charge. What is worſe, we 
do not know how we ſhall be able to avoid it 
in future. It is not in our power not to know, 
that we are eſtranged, as it were, and dead to the 
conſtitution. It is impoſſible for us not to deſire, 
(if not a total emancipation) at leaſt, that a 
growing principle may be eſtabliſhed, by which 


we may once more be gathered into the boſom, 


and transfuſed into the circulation of the State. 


Whatever entreaty, whatever reaſon, whatever 
argumem can do to effect it, we are bound at 
leaſt to attempt; We are bound to ourſelves, 
and to our country, to uſe and to exhauſt what- 
ever reſources are to be found, in the funda- 
mental laws of the land, 1n the rules of eternal 
juſtice, and in the more liberal, but equally 
certain ſphere of national policy. And where 


does that growing principle reſide? In the 


elefive franchiſe, (that eſſence of a free con- 
ſtitution) and in that alone. Any even the n i- 
nuteſt portion of that vivifying principle, that 
root of freedom, and ſource of public ſecu- 
rity, and of perſonal conſequence,—** bind- 
ing us to our fellow ſubjects by mutual intereſt 
and mutual affection,“ interweaving us in al] the 
concernments of ſocial life, ia time muſt, and 


alone 
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alone can wear out all diſtinctions, level all inequa- 
lities, and uniting the whole people in one bond of 
common proſperity and reciprocal obligation, 
cement the fabrick both of THE STATE and of Tax 
Cavrcn. For why ſhould we wiſh to 1njure, 
or why ſhould we not defend a church, the 
ſtrength and ornament of that State from which 
it no longer excludes us ? | 


It has been contended that in the purſuit of 
this juſt, rational, loyal, and conſtitutional ob- 
Je of our virtuous ambition; inſtead of rely- 
ing on ſolicitation we aſſert a claim of right. We 
ſuppoſe that what is uſed as an objection is 
meant as a reproach, and we ſhall anſwer it 
as ſuch, though it might better ſerve as a juſli- 
fication. The inſtitution of a claim of right (the 
ſymbol of peace and order—the earlieſt ema- 
nation, and laſt reſult of the ſocial union) ſeems 
to us not very well to accord with, but rather 
totally to wipe away the charge of ſedition and 


turbulence. But if it were true (which it is. 


not) that we had demanded admiſſion into the 


conſtitution as our right, we cannot help re- 


marking, that it would have been only a reaſon 
for a more exact and ſcrupulous attention, to that 
our requiſition. For in matters of mere grace 


and voluntary donation, which may be given 
or withheld at pleaſure, it is optional to hear, cr 


not to hear, the application, But when a claim 
| of 
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of right is made, the firſt law of ſociety ; the 
rule of immutable juſtice, require- that it 
ſhould be patiently heard, duly conſidered, 
and if it is juſt, that it ſhould be ſolemnly adj u- 
dicated. If the name of right, that high princi- 
ple coeval with the origin of things which actu- 
ates and guides the whole moral creation, has 
been perverted to evil (as what name ſo ſacred 
has not been perverted) the ſanctity of its charac- 
ter remains, and (as in all things) no argument 
from the abuſe is to be drawn againſt the uſe. 
We beg leave to obſerve, that there is nothing in 


itſelf inſolent or offenſive in a claim of right. 


We have rights even as againſt the author of 
our exiſtence; we have rights as againſt our 
parents, as againſt our fellow ſubjeRs, as againſt 
our king—as ſubſidiary to his juſtice, not - as 
in derogation to his power. Rights are alſo of 
many ſorts, defined and undefined; perfect and 


imperfect. For determining the rights we have 


againſt each other, are conſtructed the common 
forms of judicial tribunals. For thoſe rights 
which affect our demands on the perſonal capa- 
city of the king, we have the Monſtrans de Droit, 
and the Petitio Refi et Juſtitic. For thoſe 
which yet unaſcertained and imperfect, are 

| cither 
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either contained in the original compact of the 
=: ate, or ariſe out of the. new and ever vary. 
ing combinations 'of fociety—thoſe which touch 
the king, as father of his hole people, and connell- 
ing particular with public good; (if we have any 
conſtitutional right, we conceive ours to be of 
this ſpecies) for the abjudication of thoſe 
rights we have the high court of Parliament. 
Our emancipation, total or gradual, like 
all things which depend upon the juſtice 
of legiſlative diſcretion, is of a mixed nature. 
If it was wholly a matter of right, we ſhould 
have no occaſion to apply for it. If we had 
no ſort of right, no fair claim, no juſt preten- 
ſions to the privileges of this PR REE coxnsTiTE- 
io, we ſhould ſeek them in vain. Nor would 
the aſſertion of them as a right any way detract 
from the plenitude of legiſlative authority. 


For out of every relation ariſes a duty, and 
from every duty a right. And it is permit- 
ted 10 us to ſay that that very reſpect and devo- 
tion, by which we depend on the protection of 
Parliament, entitles us to the beneficent exer- 
ciſe of its functions. We may alſo add 
that if the ampler ſecurity of our lives, of our 
liberties and of our properties, the public pro- 
| ſperity, and the intereſt of the crown, require 
our admiſſion into the conſtitution ; we are very 
| confident 
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confident that the juſtice of Parliament will not 


preclude its benificence from granting our re- 
queſt, even though we ſhould be ſo unfortu- 


nate as to miſconceive it to be our right. It is 
not eaſy to maintain that one man has no right 


to that which other men are under a moral 
obligation to perform. 


We do not abandon the ground of right, 
becauſe we think it a part our caſe; and we 
will prove it to be ſo. But, at the ſame time, 
by the fulleſt tribute of our gratitude we will 
ſhew, that we receive every conceſſion as flowing 
from the free unconſtrained benignity of Parli- 
ament, and of our Sovereign. Wo conſider 
ourſelves as ſtanding at once in the judgment, 
and in the mercy of Parliament ; and as we 
ſhall omit no lawful means of obtaining a favour- 
able ſentence, we ſhall with reſignation ſubmit 
to that which is adverſe. That great tribunal of 
general legiſlation will judge upon the me- 
rits of our caſe, and treat with a deſerved 
contempt, as captious and futile all objec- 
tions which go, not to the ſubſtance, but to 
the mode and manner of our application. It 
will pardon our errors and conſider our wants. 
When it knows our deſires, it will freely 


give what is proper for us to obtain, neither 
more nor leſs, 


It 


a 


It has alſo been objected to us, (in order to 
fill up the meaſure of opinions) that we not only 
aſſert claims of right, but claims of at/tra? ajd 
ſpeculative right. This is a charge, whi 
though falſe, it is impoſſible for us to deny; 
With regard to us every ſort of privilege 
is merely theoretical; an object of pure ſpe- 
culation. On thoſe which are properly ſuch, 
we mean to pals no opinion. But we delire to 
have it obſerved, that if the human mind can 
conceive a diſtinction between prafical and 
ſpeculative rights, the privileges of the BRAU ͤ 
ConsT1TUTION are PRACTICAL and mot ſpecu- 
lative. If we claim any rights it is thoſe we 
claim, Whether to pretend to a ſpeculative 
right be a crime of the higheſt magnitude, we 
leave others to determine. Thoſe who charge 
us with it, and place it as the laſt ſtep in the 
climax of aggravation, perhaps, imagine it to 
be ſo: they certainly fail in the proof of the 


faq : but though they cannot convict us, they. 


. confute themſelves. The objection to our claims, 
as ſpeculative, admits that it would be proper 
for us to aſſert the rights ESTABLISHED BY LAW 
and RECOGNIZED BY THE CONSTITUTION.— 
Even the malignity of adverſe ſophiſtry juſtifies 
us in claiming as a right that eleclive franchiſe 
which we ſolicit 25 a grace. 


Having 


* 
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Having now, we truſt, ſufficiently refuted 
the calumnies, and anſwered the objections 
that are made againſt us, we ſhall ſhortly ad- 
vert to their general tendency and effect. It is 
unfortunately, and but two evidently, to alarm the 
the minds of our Proteſtant ſellow ſubjeQs ; to 
draw ſtill ſtronger the line of ſeparation, and to [ 
revive thoſe religious animoſities which have kept 1 
us aſunder. It is our duty to guard ourſelves, 
and to put others on their guard, againſt all ſuch 
deſigns. We moſt earneſtly entreat, and ſo- 
lemnly adjure our Proteſtant brethren, of every 
deſcription, to recollect the evils of religious 
diſcord; the effects of which we feel after a 
hundred years, when the acrimony of the diſ- 
pute, and even the ſubject of it, is almoſt for- | 
gotten, It has preyed long enough on the vitals 
of our country. Why ſhould our fellow-ſubjeQts 
view us with ſcornful and ſuſpicious eyes? 
We deſire them to appeal to the real ſen- | [ 
iments of their own hearts, for our true diſ- 
poſitions and principles. If they have ſeen us 
in private life, honeſt, laborious, peaceable; 
faithful to our engagements, and juſt in our 
dealings: If they have acted with us upon that 
aſſurance, why do they ſuppoſe, when we deſire 
to enter into a larger communication of the 
ſocial benefits, that we are actuated by evil 
g | motives ? 


— 


„ 


„ | 


. motives? If we have been found true in the rou- 
tine of ordinary truſts, why ſnould it be ſuppoſed 
that we ſhall prove falſe in that one ſuperior co- 
venant by which we all are bound to the late, and 
under which all the duties and all the engagements 
of life are comprehended ? What they have 
known us to be, ſuch ſtill weare. We are not con- 
ſpiratbrs againſt the Church or State. We do 
not grudge to Proteſtants the advantages of 
conftitutional rights. We deſire to partake in 
them as benefits, in which the acquiſition of one 
man, 1s not the detriment of another—ſree and 
common benefits. The conſtitution is large 
enough for us all. And let it be remembered that 
we aſk the poſſeſſion of nothing, and only a 
bare capacity to acquire; and that not, extending 
to all things, but limited even in thoſe to which 
it does extend, 


As to the arguments by which the foreſight 
of ſuſpicion, prognoſticates our gradual encroach-* 
ment, firſt, and then our final uſurpation ; as to 
the infringement which our emancipation would 
make pon the Proteflant intereſt and aſcendancy ; 

as to the ſuggeſted danger of the Church or of th? 
State, end as to the inſecurity of titles, and the re- 
ſumption of forfeited lands by à repeal of the ad of 
fſeitlemeni—to all theſe chimerical apprehenſions, 
| we 
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we pledge ourſelves to our Proteſtant fellow- 
ſubjects, and to the public in general, bat a 
clear, full, and ſatisfaftory anſwer ſball le given. 
As we confine ourſelves, at preſent, to the 
refutation of calumnies, we ſhall only obfzrve, 
with regard to the idea of our future encroach- 
ment, and . probable uſurpation, that if the com- 
mon frailties of human nature, are expected 
to run in our caſe, to more than ordinary 


lengths, it is open to legiſlative prudence to 


put an abſolute and final limit to our poſſible 
acquiſitions. The laws in being, againſt us, are 
founded on that very principle; wiz. that 
ſecurities are to be found in reftriftion. We 
only contend that thoſe at preſent exiſting, con- 


fine us within much more narrow bounds, than 


is neceſſary for their object, and ſuch as defeat 
the end, —We have examples of other ſtates 
and kingdoms, in which eſtabliſhed religions, 
are preſerved amidſt great and numerous di- 
verſities of ſects; and yet where all things 
are open to all men, with ſome vey few, but 
thoſe perhaps neceſſary exceptions. With 
regard to us, unfortunately the exception 1s 
converted into the rule. We have thought 
it proper here to allude to the practice of other 
countries, to ſhew that we are ourſelves willing, 
to point out ſecurities againſt our own eventual 


ambition, 
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ambition, which may be more effectual, becauſe 
more judicious than our preſent incapacities, 
and which will neither trench upon private free- 
dom, nor impair public ſtrength. But we if know 
(and ſurely we do know) ourſelves, the preſent 
diſpoſition of our habit, is not to breed am bi- 
tion. Emancipation is our only, our ultimate, 
our diſtant ſcope. We ſtand in need of nutri- 
ment to our exhauſted ſtrength, not correctives 
oo an overweening deſire of ſway. Theſe things 
we now but juſt touch upon. We have much 
to ſay to our Proteſtant brethren, and we truft 
we ſhall find a ſuitable audience. At preſent, 
time does not permit. To their candour, 
juſtice, liberality, and brotherly affection we 
refer ourſelves, for the favourable interpretation 
of all our diſcourſes and of all our actions. 


Printed by order of the General Committee, 


RICHARD M*CORMICK, Src. 
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„„ 
OF THE 


ROMAN CATHOLICS of IRELAND. 


« A. B. do take Almighty God and his 
« only Son Jeſus Chriſt my Redeemer to wit- 
« neſs, That I will be faithful and bear true al- 
« legiance to our moſt gracious ſovereign Lord 
„King George the Third, and him will defend 
« to the utmoſt of my power againſt all conſpi- 
&© racies and attempts whatever, that ſhall be 
made againſt his perſon, crown, and dignity ; 
and I will do my utmoſt endeavour to diſ- 
e cloſe and make known to his Majeſty, and 
* his heirs, all treaſons and traiterous conſpira» 
* cies, which may be formed againſt him or 
them; and I do faithfully promiſe to main- 
* tain, ſupport and defend, to the utmoſt of 


my power the ſucceſſion of the crown in his 


« Majeſty's family againſt any perſon or per- 
* ſons whatſoever ; hereby utterly renouncing 
% and abjuring any obedience or allegiance unto 
* the perſon taking upon himſelf the ſtile and 
* title of prince of Wales in the lifetime of his 
“ father, and who ſince his death is ſaid to 
have aſſumed the ſtile and title of king of 

F ; «© Great 
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© Great Britain and Ireland by the name of 
% Charles the Third, and to any other perſon 
« claiming or pretending a right to the crown 
„% of theſe realms; and I do ſwear, that I po 
* REJECT AND DETEST AS UNCHRISTIAN AND 
© 1MPIOUS TO BELIEVE, that it is Jawful to mur- 
« der or defiroy any perſon or per fons whatſoever for 
* or under pretence of their being heretics; and 
% alſo that UNCHRISTIAN AND IMPIOUS PRI. 
* CLPLR, THAT NO FAITH 15 TO BE KEPT WITH 
* HERETICS; I further declare, that it is 1 
* article of my faith, and that I do RENO xc, 
5 REJECT, AND ABJURE the opinion, that princes 
e excommunicated by the Pope and council, or by any 
* auihority of the ſee of Rome, or by apy authority 
© whatſoever, may be depoſed or murdered by 
« their ſubjetts, or by any perſon whatſoever; 
„and 1 do promife, that I will not hold, 
„maintain, or abet, any ſuch opinion, or any 
* othef opinion, contrary to what is expreſſed , 
* in this declaration; and I do declare, that [ 
* do not believe, that the Pope of Rome, or 
* any other foreign prince, prelate, ſtate, or 
% potemate hath or ought to have any temparal 
* or civil juriſdiftion, power, ſuperiority, or 
* pre-eminence, directly or indirectly, within 
this realm; and I do ſolemnly in the pre- 
„ ſence of God, and of his only Son Jeſus 
i Tb « Chriſt, 
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« Chriſt, my Redeemer, profeſs, teſtify, and 


ot « qeclare, that I do make this declaration, and 

on « every part thereof, in the plain and ordinary 

8 « ſenſe of the words of this oath, without any 

15 « evaſion, Equivocation, or mental reſervation 

FD « whatever, and without any diſpenſation al- 

off « ready granted by the Pope, or any authority : 

for « of the ſce of Rome, or any perſon whatever ; 

nd * and without thinking that I am or can be ac- 

x} « quitted before God or man, or abſolved of 

+ this declaration, or any part thereof, although 

10 « the Pope, or any other perſon or perſons, or i 
E, % authority whatſoever ſhall diſpenſe with or i 
* « annul the ſame, or declare that it was null p 
ny # and void from the beginning. 

uy : So help me God. 

by a 

7; 
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QUERIES TO FOREIGN UNIVERSITIES, 
i WITH THEIR ANSWERS. 


When the Committee of the Engliſh Catholics 
(for they had a Committee with whom the 
Eu, liſb Miniſters of the Crown did not diſdain to 
communicate) waited on Mr. Pitt, he requeſted 
to be furniſhed with authentic evidence of the 
opinions of the Catholic Clergy, and the Catho- 
lic Univerſities abroad,“ With reſpe& to the 
exiſtence and extent of the Pope's diſpenſing 
power.“ Three queſtions were accordingly 
framed and ſent to the Univerſities of Paris, 
Louvain, Alcala, Doway, Salamanca, and Val- 
ladolid, for their opinions. . 


The queries and anſwers are as follows. 
THE QUERIES, 


Has the Pope, or Cardinals, or any body ol . 
men, or any individual of the Church of Rome, 
any civil authority, power, juriſdiction, or pre- 
eminence. whatſoever, within the realm of Eng- 
land ? l 


2. Can the Pope, or Cardinals, or any body 
of men, or any individual of the Church of 
. ME ET Roe 
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Rome, abſolve or dipenſe with his Majeſty's 
ſubjects from their oath of allegiance, upon 
any pretext whatſoever ? 


3. Is there any principle in the tenets of the 
Catholic Faith, by which Catholics are juſtified 
in not keeping faith with Heretics, or other 
perſons differing from them in religious opinions, 
in any tranſaction, either of a public or a private 
nature? | x 


Abſtract from the anſwer of the Sacred Faculty of 
Divinity of Paris to the above Queries 


AFTER an introduction according to the 
uſual forms of the univerſity, they anſwer the 
firſt query by declaring :— 


Neither the Pope, nor the Cardinals, nor 
any body of men, nor any other perſon of 
the Church of Rome hath any civil authority, 
crvil power, civil juriſdiction, or civil pre-emi- 
nence whatſoever in any kingdom; and, conſe- 
quently, none in the kingdom of England, by f 
reaſon or virtue of any authority, power, juriſ- 
diction, or pre- eminence by divine inſtitution 
jnherent in, or granted, or by any other means 

EO: | belonging 
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belonging to the Pope, or the Church of Rome, 
This doctrine the Sacred Faculty of Divinity of 
Paris has always held, and upon every occaſion 
maintained, and upon every occaſion has rigidly 
proſcribed the contrary doctrines from her 
ſchools, 


Anſwer to the ſecond query.—Neither the 
Pope, nor the Cardinals, nor any body of men, 
nor any perſon of the Church of Rome, can, 
by virtue of the keys, abſolve or releaſe the ſub- 
jets of the King of England from their oath of 
allegiance. 


This and the firſt query are ſo intimately 
connected, that the anſwer of the firſt immedi- 
ately and naturally applies to the ſecond, &c. 


Anſwer to the third query.—There is no tenet 
in the Catholic Church, by which Catholics are 
juſtified in not keeping faith with Heretics, or. 
thoſe who differ from them in matters of reli- 

| gion. The tenet, that it is lawful to break 
| | | faith with Heretics, is ſo repugnant to com- 

| mon honeſty and the opinions of Catholics, 

| that there is nothing of which thoſe who have 

| defended the Catholic Faith againſt Proteſl- 


ants, have complained more heavily, than the 
malice 
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malice and calumny of their adverſaries in imput- 
ing this tenet to them, &c. &c. &c. 


Given at Paris in the General Aſſembly of 
the Sorbonne, held on Thurſday the 11th day 
before the calends of March 1789. 


Signed in due form. 


— 


— 22 


UNIVERSITY or DOWAY. 


Jan. 5; 1789. 
At a Meeting of the Faculty of Divinity of the 
Univerſity of Doway, Sc. Sc. 


TO the firſt and ſecond queries the Sacred Fa- 
culty anſwers—That no power whatſoever, in 
civil or temporal concerns, was given by the 
Almighty, either to the Pope, the Cardinals, 
or the Church herſelf, and, conſequently, that 
Kings and Sovereigns are not in temporal con- 
cerns, ſubject, by the ordination. of God, to 
any eccleſiaſtical power whatſoever; neither 
can their ſubjects, by any authority granted to 
the Pope or the Church, from above, be freed 
from their obedience, or abſolved from their 
dath of allegiance, | 


This 
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This is the doctrine which the doQtors and 

profeſſors of divinity hold and teach in our 

ſchools, and this all the candidates for degrees 

in divinity maintain in their public theſes, &c. 
&c. &c. 


To the third queſtion the Sacred Faculty an- 
ſwers— That there is no principle of the Ca- 
tholic Faith, by which Catholics are juſtified in 
not keeping faith with Heretics, who differ 
from them in religious opinion. On the contra- 
ry, it is the unanimous doctrine of Catholics, 
that the reſpect due to the name of God ſo 
called to witneſs; requires that the oath be in- 
violably kept, to whomſoever it is pledged, 
whether Catholic, Heretic, or Infidel, &c. 
&c. &c. 

Signed and ſealed in due form. 


= 


"UNIVERSITY or LOUVAIN. 


THE Faculty of Divinity at Louvain, having 
been requeſted to give her opinion upon the 
queſtions above ſtated, does it with readineſs— 
but firuck with aſtoniſhment that ſuch queſtions 
ſhould, at the end of this eighteenth century, bt 


propoſed to any learned Body, by inhabitants 
| a king- 
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« kingdom that glories in the talents and dif- 
ceryment of iis natives, The Faculty being 
aſſembled for the above purpoſe, it is agreed 
with the unanimous aſſent of all voices to an- 
{wer the firſt and ſecond queries abſolutely in 
the negative. 


The Faculty does not think it incumbent upon 
her in this place to enter upon the proofs of her 
opinion, or to ſhew how it is ſupported by paſ- 
ſages in the Holy Scriptures, or the writings of 
antiquity. That has already been done by 
Boſſuet, De Marca, the two Barclays, Goldaſtus, 
the Pithæuſes, Argentre Widrington, and his 
Majeſty King James the Firſt, in his Diſſertation 
againſt Bellarmine and Du Perron, and by many 
others, &c. &c. &c. 


The Faculty then proceeds to declare that 
the ſovereign power of the ſtate is in no wiſe 
(not even indirectly as it is termed) ſubject to, 
or dependant upon, any other power; though 
it be a ſpiritual power, or even though it be 
inſtituted for eternal ſalvation, &c. &c. 


8 That 
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That no man nor any aſſembly of men hoy. 
er er eminent in dignity and power, not even the 
wlole Lody of the Catholic Church, though al. 


ſembled in general council, can upon any 


ground or pretence whatſoever, weaken the 
bond of union between the ſovereign and the 
people; ſtill leſs can they abſolve or free the 
ſubjects from their Oath of Allegiance. 


Proceeding to the third queſtion, the faid 
Faculty of Divinity (in perfect wonder tha 
ſuch a queſtion ſhould be propoſed to her) mot 
politively and unequivocally anſwers ' hat therc 
| is not, and there never has been, among the 
Catholics, or in the doctrines of the Church of 
Rome, any law or principle which makes it 
lawful for Catholics to break their faith with 
Heretics, or others of a different perſuaſion 
from themſelves in matters of Religion, elther 
in public or private concerns. 


The Faculty declares the doftrine of the 
Catholics to be, that- the Divine and Natural 
Law, which makes it a duty to keep faith and 
promiſcs, is the ſame; and is neither ſhaken 
nor diminiſhed, if thoſe with whom the engage- 
ment 
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ment is made, hold erroneous opinioas in mat- 
ters of religion, &c. &c. 


Signed in due form on the 18th of November, 
1788. | 


UNIVERSITY or ALCALA. 

TO the firſt queſtion it is anſwered—That 
none of the perſons mentioned in the propoſed 
queſtion, either individually, or collectively in 
council aſſembled, have any right in civil mat- 
ters; but that all civil power, juriſdiction and 
pre-eminence are derived from inheritance, elec- 


tion, the conſent of the people, and other ſuch 
titles of that nature. 


To the fecond it is anſwered, in like man- 
ner—That none of the perſons above-mentioned 
have a power to abſolve the ſubjects of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty from their Oaths of Allegiance. 


To the third queſtion it is anſwered—That * 
the Doctrine which would exempt Catholics 
from the obligation of keeping faith with Here- 
tics, or with any other perſons who diſſent 
from them in matters of religion, inſtead of be- 

G 2 ing 
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ing an article of Catholic Faith, is entirely re- 


pugnant to its tenets. het 


Signed in the uſual Fe 
, March 17th, 1789. 


A, oo, 


UNIVERSITY or SALAMANCA. 


TO the firſt queſtion it is anſwered—That 
_netther Fope, nor Cardinals, nor any aſſembly 
or individual of the Catholic Church, have, as 
ſuch, any civil authority, power, juriſdiction or 
pre-eminence in the kingdom of England. 


To the ſecond it is anſwered-—That neither 
Pope nor Cardinals, nor any aſſembly or indi- 
vidual of the Catholic Church, can as ſuch, ab- 
ſolve the ſubjects of Great Britain from their 
Oaths of Alleginnce, or r dipenſe 1 with its obli- 
gations. 


To the third it is anſwered That it is no ar- 
ticle of Catholic faith, with Heretics, or with 
- - perſons, of any other deſcription, who diſſent 
from them in matters of religion. 
Signed in the uſual form, 
March yth, 1789. 
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UNIVERSITY os VALLADOLID. 


TO the firſt queſtion it is anſwered—That 
neither Pope, Cardinals, or even a General 
Council, have any civil authority, power, juriſ- 
dition or pre- eminence, directly or indirectly, 
in the kingdom of Great Britain; or over any 
other kingdom or province in which they poſ- 
ſeſs no temporal dominion. 


To the ſecond it is anſwered That neither 
Pope nor Cardinals, nor even a General Coun- 
eil, can abſolve the ſubjects of Great Britain 
from their Oaths of Allegiance, or diſpenſe 
vith their obligation. 


To the third it is e Fa ob- 
ligation of keeping faith is grounded on the 
law of nature, which binds all men equally, 
without reſpect to their religious opinions; 
and with regard to Catholics, it is ſtill more 
cogent, as it is confirmed by the principles of 
their religion. 


Signed in the uſual form, 
February 17th, 1789, 


I 


